
 

News from the Centra Foundation Autumn 2023

continued on the back

Centra and Centra Foundation leaders participate in the ribbon cutting. From left, George Hurt, Amy Carrier, George Zippel, Ismael Gama, 
Shannon Miles, James Bryant, Beth Doyle, Amanda Turner.

HIGHLIGHTS

According to Centra’s triennial 
Community Health Needs 
Assessment, mental health continues 
to rank among the top health 
concerns affecting communities 
across central Virginia.

The new approach is “perfectly 
aligned with the innovative care we 
aspire to deliver here at Centra,” 
said Centra CEO Amy Carrier. It fits 
well with her vision to make Centra 
one of the best small not-for-profit 
community healthcare systems in the 
country.

The unit includes a soothing outdoor 
space that may be a first of its kind in 
the U.S. 

All of it will be a game changer for 
many people in crisis as well as 
their families. The approach allows 

Celebrating the opening of Virginia’s first emPATH unit 
experiencing a mental health crisis.  

Leaders from Centra, Centra 
Foundation and the community 
celebrated its grand opening 
September 12.

“This is really a story about a 
community, a Foundation and a 
healthcare system coming together 
to address a significant need for the 
people of central Virginia,” James 
said. “Sometimes we all need a 
‘gift’ to inspire change. EmPATH is 
significant for those who can benefit 
from this type of care and really for 
all who visit the ED.”

Ismael Gama, vice president of 
psychiatry and behavioral health, 
agreed. The unit “speaks to a donor, 
a Foundation, a healthcare system, 
a community that recognizes a need 
and says let’s do something for this 
community.”

The ribbon cutting ceremony for 
Virginia’s first emPATH unit was 
a celebration of what can happen 
when a community comes together 
to address one of its greatest 
healthcare needs.

A gift from the community for the 
community.  

That is one way James Bryant, RN, 
DNP, CEN, CPEN, NEA-BC, vice 
president of emergency services, 
describes the new emPATH unit at 
Centra Lynchburg General Hospital. 

An anonymous $1 million gift from 
a grateful patient, donations to the 
Greatest Need Fund and a team of 
dedicated Centra Caregivers helped 
to make the innovative Emergency 
Psychiatric Assessment, Treatment 
and Healing unit a reality for patients. 
The first of its kind in Virginia, it is 
a proven approach to help those 
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A grateful daughter gives back   
For Allison Galloway, a room at the 
Rosemary & George Dawson Inn 
provided more than a place to stay 
for a few days in the spring. It helped 
her be close to her father in his last 
days.  

“Being able to stay at the Dawson 
Inn meant so very much to me,” she 
said. “It alleviated my transportation 
worries and allowed me the time to 
be with my father for longer periods 
of time when he was at the end of 
his life. I don’t live in Lynchburg, so 
the proximity to the hospital allowed 
me to just walk across the street and 
not have to worry about a rental car 
or Uber.” 

The secure, homelike setting and 
attentive staff helped make her 
stay as comfortable as possible and 
enabled her to focus on what really 
mattered. 

“I was in Room 208,” she said. “I 
appreciated the fabulous staff. 
I met each of them. They were 
friendly, caring and helpful. The 
level of service and compassion 

that they exhibited, along with the 
other offerings, was invaluable and 
memorable.” 

Guests can make themselves at 
home in a lounge area, find food in 
the kitchen and make connections 
with other guests. The Inn is within 
walking distance to a number of 
Centra facilities in Lynchburg as well 
as restaurants.

Generous donations provide 
discounted nights and donated 
nights for patients as well as family 
and friends of patients. 

After her father passed, Allison 
wanted to show her appreciation by 
giving back to help other patients 
and their families. She made a 
donation to the Dawson Patient Inn 
Fund. 

“The donation is in my father’s 
memory,” she said. “It is to convey 
my gratitude as well as help to 
support future guests with the same 
comfort that I experienced.” 
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Dawson Inn staff members Andrea Rutledge and Ashley Klein



Your gifts helped Jill access lodging and care for cancer.

During her treatment for breast cancer, Jill Layne found 
an unexpected home away from home and meaningful 
connection with many warm and compassionate 
Caregivers. 
 
“When I found out I was going to have radiation every 
day, I knew it would be too much for me to make the 
drive,” she said. “My car isn’t dependable, and I struggle 
with anxiety.”

The Rosemary & George Dawson Inn seemed to Jill to be 
an answer to prayer. 

“My treatment was covered and so was my stay,” she 
said. “I was able to walk right over to Pearson. I can’t say 
enough good things about the people and the care.”

Donors helped to make both Centra Alan B. Pearson 
Regional Cancer Center and Dawson Inn a reality for 
patients and families. Pearson Cancer Center opened in 
2008, filling a desperate need for central Virginia. 

The 20-room Dawson Inn opened in 2012 to provide 
affordable lodging to patients, or family and friends of 
patients, who are receiving medical care at any Centra 
location. It is close to both Pearson Cancer Center and 
Centra Lynchburg General Hospital. 

The Centra Foundation manages a variety of funds and 
endowments, including the Greatest Need Fund, to 
ensure excellent care for anyone in our communities, 
regardless of ability to pay.

For Jill, healing came not only in the form of life-saving 
surgery and radiation, but Caregivers who “became like 
family.”

Steps away from life-saving treatment and meaningful connection

Your support helps patients like Jill access services and 
the care they need. Visit CentraFoundation.com/Give to 
make a gift. 

“I don’t want to say I’m happy I had cancer, but it’s gone 
now,” she said. “In some ways, it has been one blessing 
after another.”

She became so comfortable at the Inn that people would 
sometimes ask if she worked there. 

“They let you bake in the kitchen,” she said. “Sue, the 
manager, helped me with a quilt I’m working on. We would 
sit at the table together and talk about life. And I helped 
them make gnomes that they sell at the front desk. During 
those times, I knew I was going to miss the place and the 
people.”

On her last day at Dawson Inn in September, a beautiful 
blue-sky day, she walked over to Pearson Cancer Center 
for her final appointment – and to ring the bell signaling 
that she was finished with treatment and cancer free. 

But she didn’t do it alone. Caregivers from both Pearson 
Cancer Center and Dawson Inn were there with her to 
cheer her on and offer support.
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Jill Layne is joined by Centra Caregivers at Centra Alan B. Pearson Regional Cancer Center after finishing treatment. 

Bip & Ann Fauber,
Bunny Wood

					   

Words will never 
adequately express 
how very grateful       
I am to everyone    
for everything.

– 	Jill Layne
 	



Honoring the Centra Foundation’s

Jimmy Davidson Jr.
Centra Foundation Board Chair 1993-2003                

Three board chairs share their perspectives on building the Foundation, the impact and the future

Building the Foundation
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Thirty years ago, a small but dedicated group of 
community leaders and physicians passionate about 
the health of central Virginia joined forces to serve on 
the inaugural board of the Centra Foundation. Their 
vision, and the generosity of donors, has transformed 
healthcare for people in our region.

When Jimmy Davidson Jr. agreed to 
serve as the inaugural board 

chair of the Centra 
Foundation, he 

did so as someone 
passionate about 

central Virginia 
and with the aim of 

supporting Centra in 
improving the health of 

our local communities. 

“The hospitals play an 
important role in the 
community, not just 

in providing hospital 
beds, but Centra Health 

has been a major force in 
trying to improve the way 	

	 of life in central Virginia,” 		
		  he said then. 

A few things have changed in the past 30 years, 
including an expansion of services and facilities, but 
a few have also remained the same. Through your 
generosity, the Centra Foundation remains committed 
to helping our not-for-profit healthcare system improve 
the health of people in our communities.

“We are indebted to those leaders who laid the 
groundwork and ensured the success of the 
Foundation,” said Beth Doyle, executive vice president 
of the Centra Foundation. “Because of their efforts and 
the incredible generosity of our supporters we have 
provided over $100 million for Centra programs and 
transformed the healthcare experience for the more 
than 500,000 people in central Virginia who rely on our 
not-for-profit system each year.”

At right, three board chairs from different periods in the 
Foundation’s history share their perspective. 

Answers have been edited for brevity. Watch the full 
interview, “Celebrating 30 Years of Hope and Healing,”  
at CentraFoundation.com/Celebration. 

Q: When was the first annual meeting of the board 
of directors? What do you remember about that 
meeting and forming the board? 

A: The first annual meeting was in the auditorium in 
Lynchburg General in January of ’93. Everyone was 
glad to serve and looked forward to it. We had a 
number of doctors for one thing. We had some real 
business leaders, some lawyers. They worked well 
together. We all had the same goal. 

Q: What was one of the first orders of business? 
A: One of the first things Fred [Cawthorne] did was 

to start an annual fund. And that has grown and 
prospered, and it has been sort of the basis of 
fundraising for the Foundation. I made a gift the first 
year … and I think I’ve given every year since. I just 
would tell people, give the money unrestricted and 
let the hospital put it to its very best use.

Q: What is one accomplishment that stands out in your 
mind?

A: They had a capital fund drive when they started 
building the [Centra Alan B. Pearson Regional] 
Cancer Center. And today we’ve got the Cancer 
Center. Not many communities the size of Lynchburg 
have a separate cancer center as we do. 



George Hurt, MD
Centra Foundation Board Chair 2004-2016

founding board members and your local impact
Making an impact

Q: After 30 years, what can you say about the impact 
of donors and the Foundation?

A: The Foundation has been a really positive force in the 
provision of healthcare for this community. We’ve been 
able to raise for the support of Centra over $100 million 
over a period of time. And that has been critical. 

Q: What stands out to you?
A: 	An example that I think we are pretty proud of is 

what we’ve been able to do with pediatrics. We 
raised money that was designated to go to support 
pediatrics and the pediatric units. And we were 
critical to the capital campaign that resulted in the 
construction of the East Tower [at Centra Lynchburg 
General Hospital] and the Cancer Center. 

Q: What about in the community? 
A: 	 I’ve always said that if you really wanted to see 

what the Foundation has accomplished, you drive 
around town. The Community Health Network and 
the facility at Fifth and Federal is an example of that, 
where a need was identified in a particular part of 
the Lynchburg community and we could address that 
need. That was one of the major accomplishments, I 
think, what we were able to do there. 

Carolyn Jacques, M.Ed, RNC
Centra Foundation Board Chair 2020-Current

Embracing the future

Q: Why have you enjoyed serving the community as 
chair of the board?

A: I was a Centra nurse most of my professional career. 
I had a wonderful career at Centra, and I had the 
opportunity – many opportunities – to come before 
the Centra Foundation board to request donor 
funding for special projects that were needed in 
Women & Children’s Services. 

Q: What can you say about the groundwork laid by the 
inaugural board?

A: 	The inaugural board and the executive team at that 
time were true visionaries. So we need to applaud 
them and remember them. 

Q: As a board member and community member, what 
are you excited about? How does the future look?

A: I am very excited about Centra’s growth and the 
Modernization Plan. And I’m also thankful that I get 
to enjoy the fulfillment and gratitude that I hear and 
witness. The future has never been brighter, in my 
opinion, for the Foundation and for Centra. 

James L. Davidson Jr., Chair
Michael A. Barger

Joseph H. Callicott Jr. 
Samuel P. Cardwell

Frederick R. Cawthorne
Gilliam M. Cobbs

James R. Davenport
George W. Dawson
MaryJane T. Dolan
Paul F. Fitzgerald 
George A. Hurt
Minnie B. Lane

Harold G. Leggett Jr. 
William N. Mays
John F. Richards

Charles H. Sackett
Kenneth S. White

Thomas W. Zinsser

Founding board members
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Centra CEO Amy Carrier speaks at the 2023 Centra Celebration.

Donor generosity and community support breaks record with over $370,000 net raised at annual gala 

Guests enjoy socializing and a live auction.

The event honored members of the community who formed the Centra 
Foundation in 1993 and celebrated 30 years of local impact. 

The Virginian Hotel in downtown Lynchburg was filled with joyful reunions 
and energetic chatter when supporters gathered on August 26 for the 
Centra Celebration, the annual fundraising gala hosted by the Centra 
Foundation.  

The event raises funds to help 
our not-for-profit healthcare 
system meet unexpected 
challenges, save lives and 
embrace opportunities to 
enhance healthcare for central 
and southern Virginia. 

This year’s event raised over $370,000 net, honored the visionary leadership 
of those who formed the Centra Foundation in 1993 and celebrated 30 years 
of local impact. Centra Foundation Executive Vice President Beth Doyle 
welcomed guests and served as host.  

“This year’s Centra Celebration is especially meaningful,” she told guests. 
“We’re excited to celebrate the Centra Foundation’s 30th anniversary – and 
especially your partnership over those three decades.” 

The evening was filled with video testimonials, an exciting live auction, a 
plated dinner and Centra CEO Amy Carrier’s vision for the future.

Centra Foundation Board Chair Carolyn Jacques recognized the founding 
board members who attended the event and all Foundation board members 
for their service.  

“We would like to thank each of you,” she said. “Your impact will surely live 
on in our communities and for our healthcare system.”

After the live auction, Centra’s CEO shared her gratitude.

“You have helped to make innovative, transformative and truly excellent care 
possible in so many ways,” she said. “Three decades of impact with profound 
effect for years to come – both at Centra and in families across all of our 
communities. With your continued support, I am incredibly optimistic. Our 
mission is clear, our values are strong and the future is in focus.”  

She concluded by thanking donors, community partners and everyone who 
has served on the Centra Foundation and Centra boards. 

“Thank you for playing an important role in helping Centra fulfill our mission 
and vision,” she said. “Your support has shaped Centra into the organization 
we are today and has inspired hope for the Centra of tomorrow.”

Visit CentraFoundation.com/Celebration to see videos shown during the 
evening and photos.
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Members of the 1993 board with Centra CEO Amy Carrier, Centra Foundation 
Executive Vice President Beth Doyle and Centra Foundation Board Chair Carolyn 
Jacques. Back: George Dawson, Paul Fitzgerald, Joseph Callicott, Mike Barger;   
Middle: Beth Doyle, MaryJane Dolan, George Hurt, Jimmy Davidson, Gil Cobbs,   
Carolyn Jacques, Amy Carrier; Front: Ken White, Gordon Leggett

Centra Celebration Planning Committee: Nancy O’Brien, Ashley Klein, Co-Chairs Robin 
Warner and Traci Blido, and Anne Gianakos
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Carolyn & Richard Jacques and                                         
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Catherine & Mike Madden
Maddox Air & Electrical Inc

Winnie Agard & Malcolm Miles
Nancy & Peter O’Brien

PepsiCo
Pettyjohn, Wood & White, Inc.

Pinnacle Financial Partners
Progress Printing Company

Kathryn & Richard Pumphrey
Quik-E Foods

Randolph College
Cyndi & Jeff Riley

Scott Insurance Company
Verna & Preston Sellers

Kerry & Jose Silva
Southern Air, Inc.

Sunburst Vinyl Supply
Sallie & Walker Sydnor
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Trost Law Group
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Visit CentraFoundation.com/Celebration to see a complete list of sponsors.				  
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Centra Celebration sponsors!
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Giving back to help patients have the best care possible 
Robin and Jim Warner; Luffy at Centra Alan B. Pearson Regional Cancer Center

For Robin and Jim Warner, giving through the Centra 
Foundation is another way to help patients and give back 
to the community. 

Robin and Jim Warner are passionate about helping 
patients and want people in our central Virginia 
communities to have the best healthcare possible. 

From volunteering at Centra (Robin) to serving as 
executive chair of the Centra Heart & Vascular Institute 
(Jim) to providing canine comfort to patients and 
Caregivers (family dog Luffy, a sweet standard poodle 
who is a therapy dog for cancer and hospice patients), 
the Warners have oriented their lives around healthcare 
and service. 

Giving through the Centra Foundation is another way 
they choose to care for patients and their community. 

“We have both been involved in healthcare for many 
years and have witnessed how healthcare benefits 
the community,” Jim said. “Giving through the Centra 
Foundation is our way of giving back to the community 
and our patients.”

They are both in unique positions to see how generosity 
helps people who depend on our not-for-profit 
healthcare system. 

“Robin has witnessed firsthand how patients at Pearson 
Cancer Center benefit from contributions,” Jim said. 
“The entire environment has become more comfortable.” 

Jim also sees the impact for heart and vascular patients. 
A recent example: Thanks to two new state-of-the-art 
cardiac ultrasound machines made possible by a grant 
the Centra Foundation received, “people in our region 
have access to more timely cardiac imaging,” he said. 

The couple – and Luffy, too – also recently attended the 
opening of the new emPATH unit at Lynchburg General 
that the Centra Foundation is funding through donations 
from the community. 

They were drawn to Lynchburg a little over a decade ago 
because of Jim’s career and “the world-class cardiology 
care in Lynchburg” that donors helped to provide. 

Knowing the impact that it can have on local families and 
patients, they plan to continue to be a part of helping 
advance care for the region. In addition to annual giving, 
they also make special contributions to the Greatest 
Need Fund and to support pediatric care, cancer care and 
heart and vascular care. Robin recently co-chaired the 
Centra Celebration, which raises needed funds.

“Excellent healthcare is vital to all of us,” Jim said. “Giving 
through the Centra Foundation will ensure that we all 
have access to some of the best care in the country.”

Visit CentraFoundation.com/Ways-Give to learn how 
you can make a difference for people in our local 
communities who need excellent care right now and for 
years to come. 



The Centra Foundation recognizes with gratitude the following donors who made gifts benefitting Centra as of September 
15, 2023. Donors who contribute $1,500+ are members of the 2023 Centra Society. Every effort has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of names listed. If there is an error or omission, please accept our apologies and call us at 434.200.2610 so that we can 
correct our records.

2023 CENTRA SOCIETY Donors

CORNERSTONE Club  
$500,000 - $999,999
Cinda & George Hurt
Estate of William E. McBratney Jr.
Estate of Alan B. Pearson

Benefactor Club  
$50,000 - $99,999
Estate of Irma Carwile Davis
Friends of Bedford Hospice 	
	 House

patron Club  
$25,000 - $49,999
Children’s Miracle Network 
	 Hospitals
Jennifer & Watt Foster
Estate of Inez C. Tolley

Heritage Club  
$15,000 - $24,999
Sara K. Buckley Tennis Tournament
Amy & David Carrier
Cross Country Healthcare

Samaritan Club  
$10,000 - $14,999
American Cancer Society
Co-Op Solutions
Dairy Queen Corporation
Tom Delaney
Sarah & Jim Dunstan
EverBless Foundation
Framatome Inc.
Gallagher
Golf4Ricky Golf Tournament
Hurt & Proffitt, Inc.
Panda Express
Donna & Rick Read
Sue & David Reitz
Remedy Medical Properties, Inc.
Lisa & Tim Tharpe
Robin & Jim Warner

Monument Club  
$5,000 - $9,999
Bison Printing, Inc.
CAPTRUST Financial Advisors
Andrea & Cody Cotter
Credit Union Miracle Day, Inc.
Lynn & Jim Daly
Dana & Doug Davenport
Trudy & Jimmy Davidson
Alexandra Lewis & John 		
	 DeMarino
MaryJane Dolan
Jill & John Fees
Financial Designs
FIRM Revenue Cycle 		
	 Management
Bob Forrest
Susan & Matt Foster
Greater Lynchburg Community 	
	 Foundation
Hancock, Daniel & Johnson, P.C.
Mamie & John T. Harris Trust 	
	 Fund

Elizabeth Perrow & Bruce 		
	 Harrison
The Huntzinger Management 	
	 Group
IOA Furniture
Jamerson-Lewis Construction, Inc.
Kahler Slater
Gordon Leggett
Lenovo - Insight
Liberty Solutions, Inc.
Liberty University
Cheryl & Paul Marshall
Estate of Carrol D. Meador
Denise & Gary Mignogna
Morse Communications, Inc.
Moss Adams
Ellen & Tom Nygaard
Nancy & Peter O’Brien
Raleigh Radiology
Richard D. & Carolyn W. 		
	 Jacques Foundation
Savista
Scott Insurance Company
SparkChange LLC
SPM Marketing & Communications
Trees of Hope
Roger Vaden
Vizient Inc.
Hanna Burruss & Hubert Whaley
Whiting-Turner Contracting 	
	 Company
Woods Rogers Vandeventer 	
	 Black PLC
Heather & George Zippel

Piedmont Club  
$3,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Diane & Jeffrey Baker
Bank of the James
Cheryl & Peter Betz
Cristy & Roger Bradley
Terry & Bob Brennan
Estate of Elizabeth B. Burmahln
BWX Technologies, Inc.
Cindy & Tony Caldwell
Campbell Insurance
Liz & Mike Cooper
Creditors Collection Service
Beth Doyle
Allison Kughn Ebert
Margaret Anne & Cap 
	 Eschenroeder
FTI Consulting Health Solutions
Janice Luth & Dennis Goff
Shawn Hayes
Angie & Mitch Hodge
Amy & Rich Jacques
Laboratory Corporation of 		
	 America
Angela Laughlin
M. H. Masonry & Associates
Lori Nelson-Madison & Scott 	
	 Madison
Mannington Commercial
Moore & Giles
Kimberly & Purav Patel

PSH+
Cyndi & Jeff Riley
Katie & Will Rohrig
James M. & Ida F. Rose Trust 	
	 Fund
Cathy & Matt Sackett
Speedway
Sunburst Vinyl Supply
Mary & Robert Taylor
Valvoline Instant Oil Change
VES Cupcakes for a Cure
Kennon & Charlie White
Jane & Ken White
Tricia & Jeff Wiggins
Georgia T. Witt Trust Fund
Alex & Sackett Wood

CENTRA Club  
$1,500 - $2,999
Ramona Akins
Carrie & Josh Alley
Suha & Ala Alzaben
American Legion Post 16 Inc.
Gina & Justin Anderson
Kaira & Tom Angelo
Hilary & Jonathan Basham
Wanda & Bill Bass
Moira Rafferty & Rob Bass
Belvac Production Machinery, Inc.
Veronica & Clinton Beverly
Traci & Mikael Blido
Kelly & Rob Boesch
Elaine & Mark Bohling
Michelle Mamo & Bob Boos
Kay & Randy Bowling
Boxley Materials Company
Pam & Mike Bradford
Amy Payne & Pat Brown
Lisa & James Bryant
Nancy & Vince Campbell
Kassaundra & John Carey
Nina & David Cassada
Trish & Bob Chapman
CMNH Extra Life
Conner-Armistead Family
Lucy & Robert Cook
Tab Culbertson
Kathy & Jim Cure
Reynielda & Cesar DeGuzman
Dodson Pest Control
Ann & Rodger Fauber
Rod Meek & Tommy Feazell
Ashley & Robert Feuerstein
Libby & Paul Fitzgerald
Fleet Laboratories
Judy & David Frantz
Jussara & Ismael Gama
Anne & Dean Gianakos
Dawn Hartless
Janet & Bob Hickman
Josh Hicks
Patty & Paul Hill
Sandy & Skipper Holt
Deborah & Earl Horne
HRCMS LLC
Megan & Matt Huffman

I Am Woman 5K
Crystal & Todd Irby
Pam & Duane James
Ula & Alan Kauppi
Kristin King
Scott Lang
Rose LaRue-Slater
Sam Leslie
Robin & Rick Loving
Lynchburg Ready Mix Concrete 
     Co., Inc.
Catherine & Mike Madden
Maddox Air & Electrical Inc
Lesley & Andrew Maggard
MDM Networking, Inc.
Sherri & Tom Meyer
Winnie Agard & Malcolm Miles
Mission House Coffee LLC
Donna Moore
Geeta Rakheram & Godfrey 	
	 Myaing
Marne Naas
Ronald Neblett
Anhtai Nguyen
Darlene & Joe Nigro
Cheryl Patterson
Kappa Peddy
PepsiCo
Christine & Gus Petticolas
Pettyjohn, Wood & White, Inc.
Philanthropy - Lynchburg
Pinnacle Financial Partners
Kim & Ed Price
Progress Printing Company
Kathryn & Richard Pumphrey
Quik-E Foods
Randolph College
Julie & Brian Schietinger
Kandy & Rick Scruggs
Verna & Preston Sellers
Kerry & Jose Silva
Kristi & Frank Sink
Julie & Mike Sledd
Southern Air, Inc.
Bonnie Svrcek & Keith Stevens
Sallie & Walker Sydnor
Maya Chandrashekhar & Pavan 	
	 Thallapragada
Phyllis & Bill Thomasson
Dena Todd
Trost Law Group
Truist
Janet & Robert Tyler
Stacey Vaught
Patrice Villemure
Walmart and Sam’s Club
Corinne & Massie Ware
Watts Petroleum Corp.
Terri & Brent White
Heidi Lipp & Tom Wigboldy
Lynn & Mike Will
Women’s Health Services of 	
	 Central Virginia
YMCA of Central Virginia
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Celebrating the opening of Virginia’s first emPATH unit 
continued from page one

The new emPATH unit at Centra Lynchburg General Hospital

patients to move around, interact and get help in a safe 
and soothing environment. 

“Mental health is not as easy for people to talk about as 
some other health challenges,” said Centra Board Chair 
George Zippel. “But like with cancer, I bet we all know 
someone who struggles with it. This is going to be huge 
for our community.”

Beth Doyle, executive vice president of the Centra 
Foundation, shared her appreciation for the anonymous 
donor and community members who have made a gift 
so far. 

“We’re pleased to be able to celebrate this opening 
during our 30th anniversary as we honor the incredible 
impact donors have had on healthcare for our local 
communities,” she said. “This is a perfect example of 
how donor support can ignite a passion for change and a 
determination to find new ways and new models to care 
for patients.” 

The Centra Foundation is funding the construction and 
initial operating expenses. Visit CentraFoundation.com 
to learn more, see photos, or make a gift to the Greatest 
Need Fund. 


